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Contemporary Art Center Press Release:

Mark Winter & Beth Bojarski
Sculpture and paintings

January 9-February 12, 2010  Preston Jackson Gallery

The popular Milwaukee couple return to Peoria to share their fun, quirky and surreal artwork. Both artists are indicative of two major trends in the world of contemporary art: Outsider art and Pop-Surrealism. 
Mark Winter did not want to be an artist. He is by definition an outsider artist. After high school he attended Wyoming Tech gaining training in auto body repair. He eventually operated his own auto body shop. Through these experiences, he learned about metals, painting and welding. The only problem was that he discovered that he hated auto body repair! One day he and his girlfriend, Beth Bojarski, were shopping in a pricey gift store searching for her birthday present. He had $30 dollars in his pocket and everything was hundreds of dollars. He looked at the items and said, “ I can do that.” So he went home and made her a candleholder of spare car parts. She loved it and everyone else did also. 

His mother, Joyce Winter, an accomplished artist, helped him with the business side of the art by introducing him to the art fair market. At his first art fair in 1993 in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, Mark was surprised as anyone that his sculptures met with approval, let alone selling 22 pieces. “If that hadn’t happened, I probably would have stopped. I couldn’t believe people really wanted to buy it.” Almost overnight, the body shop near Milwaukee converted easily into an art studio utilizing the spare parts already around the shop. In fact, it resembles a repair shop gone awry…gloriously unorganized but a haven of creativity. Now over 18 years later, Mark continues to create sculptures from scrap metal, found objects or from car parts. 

Beth Bojarski always wanted to be an artist. She attended Kendall College of Art and Design, receiving a degree in Illustration. Her current style was developed several years later when her dad asked to show some of her paintings in a gallery he had opened in Milwaukee.Her medium is oil paints applied to wood surfaces. She has used barn doors, cabinets, and slices of tree stumps as her canvas. She has used old boxes, antique brass sprinklers, and rusty metal as her frames.
Her process involves moving paint around on a gessoed board. Typically, she doesn’t plan anything out in advance or do sketches before she begins a piece. In the blotches of color applied, she may see an eye or a mouth’s shape that she will work to pull out of the abstract and begin defining
The opening reception on Saturday, January 9, 2010 will also honor Farmington artist Katherine Kaminski exhibiting in Gallery 3R. Food & drink will be provided. DJE will perform mashup and mixing for background music. Admission is free but a donation is requested.

This exhibit is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
Hi-res images of some of the artists’ work are available.

Image above at l-r: Beth Bojarski’s Just His Everyday Wigs, oil on panel, 28" x 33"; Mark Winter’s Doyle, found metal.
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