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Contemporary Art Center Press Release:

sculpture by Kevin Strandberg
April 30-Jun 18 Gallery 3R
     
Born in North Saint Paul, Minnesota in 1952, Strandberg received a MFA from the University of Wisconsin/Milwaukee (1979), majoring in metal casting. In 1979, he began teaching at Illinois Wesleyan University, achieving the rank of full professor in 2004.  During his tenure at IWU, he has been constructing sculptures using wood, found objects and cast metal. 

After the fall of the World Trade Towers in 2001, he began incorporating cast glass into the composition. This began a rather obsessive “self-education” in casting and fusing glass. In the last seven years he has taken workshops in a variety of kiln glass techniques, and I have been furiously experimenting with ways to incorporate cast and fused glass into larger, more complex sculptural assemblages. Gradually the glass portions have become central to the compositions.

     When flat-fused and cast glass components are to be added to the mix, the sculptures became enriched – even, magical.  It is the vibrancy of the immutable color of the glass, as well as the luminous nature of the material that brings each piece to life. 
The opening reception on Saturday, May 8 will also honor Peoria artist Barbara Hoffman in the Preston Jackson Gallery. Food & drink will be provided. Music by Barry Cloyd. Admission is free but a donation is requested.

This exhibit is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
Hi-res photos are available. Shown at left, mixed media piece Absuelveme. At right, the artist is shown working in his studio.
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