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Contemporary Art Center Press Release: 

Melanie DeKeyrel Bell: June 29-August 31 Gallery 3R
The Contemporary Art Center is pleased to exhibit the mixed media sculpture and 2-D work of Melanie Dekeyrel Bell of Peoria, Illinois. She will be exhibiting in Gallery 3R on the 3rd floor of the facility. 

This exhibition is an eclectic combination of media that suggests the attitude of the circus and sideshow. I have explored the stories and folklore of this specialized cultural caste. Through archaic language in the two-dimensional works ideas are communicated as metaphors and are depicted by performers that communicate other things. The dolls continue this dialog in a more tangible way. Multiple meanings are conveyed in the design of the dolls. These visual combinations of the varied performers are metaphors of distinct personal experiences and events
The opening reception will be Saturday, July 14, 6:30-8:30. The reception will also honor James Jenkins of Peoria, Illinois, who will be exhibiting in the Preston Jackson Gallery on the 2nd floor of the facility and Cynthia Heise-Swartz, of Chatham who will be exhibiting in the Side View Gallery. Food & drink will be provided. Admission is free but a donation is requested. 

The reception will also feature a Latin Dance performance at 7:00 led by Michael Vlad Niculescu.
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