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Contemporary Art Center Press Release: 

Mary Ann Anderson
August 31-October 26 Preston Jackson Gallery
Opening Reception: Saturday, September 8, 6:30-8:30
Over a period of nearly 20 years, Mary Ann Anderson's paintings, prints, and ceramic sculpture have been included in many central Illinois art exhibitions, including solo shows at the Illinois Department of Transportation in Springfield, the Art Association of Jacksonville, and Prairie Art Alliance in Springfield. She has studied with Preston Jackson and other faculty of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

In her first one-person show at the Contemporary Art Center entitled Returning to Tao: American Abstraction & Eastern Thought, Anderson will exhibit scrolls of colorful paintings and collages. They are painted with acrylic paint on synthetic paper, which resists the thinly applied paint, causing puddles and areas of emptiness. Broad brush stroke gestures are used to create movement and rhythm in the compositions. The gestures signify the life force in a style reminiscent of Asian calligraphy.

Mary will also exhibit her most recent work of large shaped synthetic paper with imagery of black & white graphite rubbings from reliefs of carved blocks. Most of these abstract images suggest animals or partly human figures, but they are ambiguous. They have a collage-like quality and incorporate pattern in the manner of Japanese woodblock prints. With the force and energy of abstract expressionism, these compositions escape the confines of the rectangle and move freely across the wall.

The opening reception will be Saturday, September 8, 6:30-8:30. The reception will also honor Barry Moton of Peoria, Illinois, who will be exhibiting in Gallery 3R on the 3rd floor of the facility and Eric Cooney, of Pekin who will be exhibiting in the Side View Gallery. Food & drink will be provided. Admission is free but a donation is requested. 

The reception will also feature a light-spinning performance by Phoenix Rising
William Butler, Executive Director
Contemporary Art Center of Peoria
309-674-6822
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