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Contemporary Art Center Press Release: 

Karl Wirsum
May 10 - June 27  Preston Jackson Gallery

Opening Reception: Saturday, May 10, 6:30-8:30

Related activities:

Gallery Talk with Karl Wirsum: Saturday, May 10 at 5:30 pm, free


Wirsum will walk about the gallery and talk about his work 

Art Critique with Karl Wirsum: Sunday, May 11 at 1:00 pm, free

The public is welcome to listen in as Wirsum critiques area artists’ work.
In 1966, Karl Wirsum was among six artists who shook up the Chicago art world and set the foundation for Chicago’s art scene in the 1970’s. He exhibited in the first Hairy Who exhibition at the Hyde Park Art Center in Chicago more than 40 years ago. The group received its name from the exhibition title curated by Don Baum. A subsequent show in 1968, Now! Hairy Makes You Smell Good went from The Hyde Park Art Center to the Whitney Museum in New York. Later the group evolved into the Chicago Imagists to include Ed Paschke, Roger Brown and Jim Nutt among others. Last Spring, Wirsum was celebrated with a retrospective at the Chicago Cultural Center displaying more than 150 pieces from 45 years of work. The exhibit revealed an artist who created an astonishing array of objects from paintings on canvas and wood, drawings and sculpture to toys, kites, masks and puppets showing a love of graphic illustration, comics and popular culture. Wirsum was among the most consistent of the Imagists in his use of a flat, crisp cartoon style. The inventive and surreal world of Wirsum is teeming with a species of robot / human combos with lumpy, muscular body parts that seem to be in constant motion, completing some obscure project. The characters possess a child-like innocence while hiding a dark past. Wirsum continues to teach at the Art Instiute of Chicago. This exhibit is made possible with the help of Jean Albano Gallery, who represents Wirsum. 
The opening reception will be Saturday, May 10, 6:30-8:30. The reception will also honor Randy Carlson who will all be exhibiting in Gallery 3R on the 3rd floor of the facility and the artists who will be exhibiting in Scrupulosity, the juried printmaking exhibit in the Side View Gallery. Food & drink will be provided. Admission is free but a donation is requested. 
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