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Contemporary Art Center Press Release:

Barbara Hoffman: Beauty in Decay
May 8-June 28  Preston Jackson Gallery
Since Barbara Hoffman started taking pictures over 30 years ago, She has been drawn to landscape and abstraction. Through the years, she has narrowed her focus of her purity in portraying her subjects to simplifying and reducing the subject to its essence.  Using natural light is very important to shooting her images. Despite all the electronic tools available to photographers today to tweak and manipulate, Hoffman essentially leaves them alone. In order to pass muster, the images of her subjects must stand on their own. 

Traditional flower and plant photography is about perfection, catching the plant or flower at its most perfect and unblemished point.   This body of work uses decaying tropical plants, well past the point of traditional perfection, as a metaphor for the beauty in all phases of life. The vegetation’s lushness and sensuality can be felt, even through aging and death.  

The plant material in many of these images was found in Florida, in the wild or in pristine neighborhoods, where dying plant debris is quickly gathered and hauled away. From stacks of curb trash she found incredible sources of exquisite detail and rich color. It had been chewed on, stepped on and slept on by animals; dried and wetted countless times in the tropical heat.  Yet its beauty was undeniable.  

Hoffman says of her work, “Color has always been an important part of my work, and is abundant here.  Finding so much color in these decaying materials was a delightful surprise.  My work has a natural rhythm, a cadence, often with repetitive phrases, not unlike a musical phrase repeated in a piece of music.  This body of work also has references to color field painting and minimalism, cutting down to the essence of conceptual expression.”

“The inherent conflict between societal expectations of youthful physical perfection and relentless physical decay sets up a tension that requires continual adjustment of self-image.  This body of work is helping me put aside arbitrary expectations, reaching for a new understanding of aging.  The richness in color, texture and form parallels the richness of experience and depth of beauty in the human aging process.”
The opening reception on Saturday, May 8, 2010 will also honor Bloomington artist Kevin Strandberg exhibiting in Gallery 3R. Food & drink will be provided. Music by Barry Cloyd. Admission is free but a donation is requested.

This exhibit is partially supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
Hi-res images of the artists’ work are available. (Left) Inner Landscape, digital photography, 32” x 40” (right) Graceful Decay #6, digital photography, 22” x 28”
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